ALTER-EU STATEMENT

Ending corporate privileges and secrecy around
lobbying in the European Union

The undesignad organisations are degply concerned about the growing influence of corporate
lobby groupson European Union decision-making. Over 15,000 professiond lobbyists now opeate
in Brussals, a large majority representing busness interests.  Yet, ethics and trangarency rules
around lobbying are virtudly non existent. Beyond the problem of busness spending ever-
increasing amount to influence the political process, the European Commission has developal a
tradition of awarding privileged access to corporate interests. The enomrmousinfluence of corporate
lobbyists undemines democracy and al too frequently results in pogponing, weakening or
blocking urgently needed progress in EU sodal, environmental and consumer protections As the
first stepsin addressing these problems, the Commission should take determined action to improve
trangparency around lobbying and ensure tha no busness groupsare given privileged access and
influence on EU policy-making.

We welcome the GEuropean Transparency InitiativeQ(ETI), laundhed in March 2005 by Europesn
Commissiong Siim Kallas, in paticular, the objective to address the current lack of mand&ory
regulation and reporting of lobbying activities. A mandaory system for lobbying disclosure is
urgently needed and mug be shaped in a way tha optimally enables democratic scrutiny of inputs
into EU policy-making.

Theundesigneal organisationsdemand thefollowing:
1. EU lobbying disclosure legislation, which mug indude

I A mandaory system of electronic registration and reporting for all lobbyists with a significant
annud lobbying budge. The reports mus be made available in a fully searchable, sortable and
downloadable online database;

I Enforceable ethics rules for lobbyists (for ingance prohibiting employment of officias or thar
relatives for lobbying purmposs).

2. An improved code of conduct for European Commission officials, induding:

I Recording of formal and informal meetings between Commission officials and lobbyists and
logging of correspondence (to bemade available in afully searchable online database);

I An extended @ooling offOperiod before Commissiona's and senior officials can start working
for lobbygroupsor lobbying advisory firms;

I The European Commission should encouragethe other EU inditutions paticularly the European
Parliament and the European Counadl, to develop smilar rules.

3. The Commission must terminate cases of privileged access and undue influence granted to
corporate lobbyists, for indance:

I Joint taskforces in which corporate interests are represented while public interest NGOs are not
(such as Cars 21 which conssts of Commission officials, CEOs and lobbyists from the
automobile indugry, but noenvironmental NGOs);



I The privileged status accorded to busness lobby groupslike the European Services Forum and
the TransAtlantic Busness Dialogue

These are minimum requirements if the (Europesn Transparency InitiativeO is to achieve
meaningful democratic progress. Vested interests are defending secrecy and privileged access by
advocating Gelf-regulationQvoluntary codes of condud and other pseudo-solutionsthat do nothing
to increase democratic scrutiny of therole of lobbyistsin EU policy-making. If the EU inditutions
would endorse such proposls indead of introdudng mandaory disclosure and ethics rules, it
would fundanentaly undemine the Guropean Trangparency InitiativeQ We have formed the
Alliance for Lobbying Trangparency and Ethics Regulation (ALTER-EU) to prevent the failure of
thisimportant initiative.
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