2/7/2017

Malta refuses to reveal meetings with lobbyists  MaltaToday.com.mt

Back 
MaltaToday
Deals
Jobs
Pharmacies
Restaurants
My Account
Logout
Login to Digital Edition

Register for SMS Alerts
 Signup with Facebook
or enter your details manually below...
First Name:
Last Name:
Email:
Password:
Hometown:
Birthday:
DD

MM

YYYY

Create my account
Sorry, we couldn't find that email.
Existing users
Email
Enter email address...

Send me a new password
Password
Login
Sorry, we couldn't find those details.
Enter Email
Submit
Sorry, we couldn't find that email.

7th February 2017
Get SMS Alerts
Digital Edition
http://www.maltatoday.com.mt/news/national/66381/malta_refuses_to_reveal_meetings_with_lobbyists#.WJmdghsrI2z

1/12

2/7/2017

Malta refuses to reveal meetings with lobbyists  MaltaToday.com.mt

Archives
 Search
  Search






National
Europe
World
Court & Police
Interview
Data & Surveys
XTRA
Budget 2017
Business News
Business Comment
Technology
Law Report
Mepa Watch
Football
Rugby
Motor Sports
Boxing
Tennis
Cricket
Food
Gourmet Today
Health & Fitness Today
Health
Environment
Travel
Art
Books
Entertainment
Music
Theatre & Dance
Film
Cultural Diary
Valletta 2018
Blogs
Editorial
Letters
Cartoons

National AD takes Speaker to task for not accepting Panama committee meeting with MPs

http://www.maltatoday.com.mt/news/national/66381/malta_refuses_to_reveal_meetings_with_lobbyists#.WJmdghsrI2z

2/12

2/7/2017

Malta refuses to reveal meetings with lobbyists  MaltaToday.com.mt

Business News Labour MEP: Maltese parliament should carry out Fiscal Pact assessment

Other Sports Sport Malta Award finalists announced

Health No doctor transfers to Vitals until contracts fully published, union warns

Music Chainsmokers to headline this summer’s Isle of MTV

Editorial Even better than the real thing

Court & Police [WATCH] Bomb disposal unit dispatched after car owner fears the worst

Europe Labour MEP: Maltese parliament should carry out Fiscal Pact assessment

Court & Police Woman's frying pan blow ruled selfdefence in court
More in News 

http://www.maltatoday.com.mt/news/national/66381/malta_refuses_to_reveal_meetings_with_lobbyists#.WJmdghsrI2z

3/12

2/7/2017

Malta refuses to reveal meetings with lobbyists  MaltaToday.com.mt

Business Comment Cautious markets amid uncertainty in the US | Calamatta Cuschieri

Business Comment Daily fantasy sports – baptising a new Unicorn

Business Comment Not so fast | Calamatta Cuschieri
More in Business 

Football BOV Premier League | Valletta 1 – Tarxien Rainbows 1

Football BOV Premier League | Birkirkara 2 – Gżira United 1

Football BOV Premier League | Floriana 4 – Mosta 0
More in Sports 

Health On World Cancer Day, President announces TV sets for each bed at oncology centre

Food Four prime ministers, nine milky teas and twodozen Maltese pastizzi please

Food Asian fried rabbit bellies
More in Lifestyle 

Film Film review | Under the Shadow: The true horrors of history writ supernatural

Entertainment Konrad Mizzi reaches out to youth with Tattingers party

Entertainment 13 photos of politicians eating common and crude stuff like pastizzi
More in Arts 

Blogs Vote Trump, get Bannon

Blogs No money, but plenty of chicks for free...

Blogs Who really calls the shots in the sex industry?
More in Comment 
Home
News 
Business 
Sports 
Lifestyle 
Arts 
Comment 
Followand save 40% with our digital edition. Get it now for only €50 perShare
Be first to read MaltaToday
year
http://www.maltatoday.com.mt/news/national/66381/malta_refuses_to_reveal_meetings_with_lobbyists#.WJmdghsrI2z



4/12

2/7/2017

Malta refuses to reveal meetings with lobbyists  MaltaToday.com.mt

National
Europe
World
Court & Police
Interview
Data & Surveys
XTRA
Budget 2017


Social

WIN two nights at the Radisson by telling us your worst ever Vale...

National

AD takes Speaker to task for not accepting Panama committee meeti...

Court & Police

[WATCH] Bomb disposal unit dispatched after car owner fears the w...

Music

Chainsmokers to headline this summer’s Isle of MTV

Business News

Labour MEP: Maltese parliament should carry out Fiscal Pact asses...

Court & Police

Woman's frying pan blow ruled selfdefence in court

Editorial

Even better than the real thing
Followand save 40% with our digital edition. Get it now for only €50 perShare
Be first to read MaltaToday
year

http://www.maltatoday.com.mt/news/national/66381/malta_refuses_to_reveal_meetings_with_lobbyists#.WJmdghsrI2z



5/12

2/7/2017

Malta refuses to reveal meetings with lobbyists  MaltaToday.com.mt

Business Comment

Cautious markets amid uncertainty in the US | Calamatta Cuschieri

World

French exPresident Sarkozy to stand trial over campaign funding

World

Appeals court to hear arguments on Trump's travel ban

World

Israel approves controversial law on West Bank settlements

Health

No doctor transfers to Vitals until contracts fully published, un...

Townscapes

Environment authority objects to Hondoq shop

Europe

MPs reject first set of amendments to Brexit law

Energy

[WATCH] Second nationwide blackout blamed on interconnector, mini...

Film

Film review | Under the Shadow: The true horrors of history writ ...

Home

Followand save 40% with our digital edition. Get it now for only €50 perShare
Be first to read MaltaToday
year

http://www.maltatoday.com.mt/news/national/66381/malta_refuses_to_reveal_meetings_with_lobbyists#.WJmdghsrI2z



6/12

2/7/2017

Malta refuses to reveal meetings with lobbyists  MaltaToday.com.mt

News
National

Malta refuses to reveal meetings with lobbyists
Malta hides behind Freedom of Information Act exemptions as
transparency groups take aim at loopholes in the EU’s lobbying
disclosure rules

Jurgen Balzan
14 June 2016, 7:59am
Print Version
15


ALTEREU were reportedly refused access to information
While the European Parliament and the European Commission
3
have a transparency register which discloses which lobby groups
are meeting MEPs and European Commissioners, what’s their
Like
budget and which interests they’re pursuing, Malta’s permanent
Share
representation in Brussels has flatly refused to provide lists of
Tweet
lobby meetings, citing exemptions in Malta’s information law.
0

15
Share

Malta’s permanent representation – the primary link between the
government and EU institutions – was one of only two countries
who refused to give access to information on its meetings with
lobby groups to the Alliance for Lobbying Transparency and
Ethics Regulation (ALTEREU) which investigates EU member
state permanent representations, to determine to what extent they
are a target of lobbying.

Malta said the request was too broad and it had no legal obligation to reply.
“It should be clarified that requests made by the applicant did not relate solely to meetings with lobby groups but
referred to all meetings held, including those with companies, organisations, all stakeholders, and individuals,” a
spokesperson from Malta’s representation in Brussels told MaltaToday.
The representation was asked to provide information on how many meetings its employees had with representatives
of companies, organisations and other stakeholders and to provide a list of these meetings, the names of all people
attending the meeting, the date of the meeting and the subject matter discussed.
The EU media outlet Politico recently wrote, “Most lobbyists we speak to agree that permanent representations are a
soft touch: All you need is the right policy officer and you can come into close contact with the policy formulation at
its most influential stage. This is how you get policy input into the Council of Ministers and it’s considerably
cheaper than having to deal with member states in capital cities.”
Member state permanent representations, like the Council and the European Council, are not party to the EU lobby
transparency rules. In fact, the Council itself has consistently emphasised that member states’ governments,
including their permanent representations in Brussels, should not be covered by EU transparency regulations.
Malta’s permanent representation, led by Marlene Bonnici, is the central avenue for the government to influence
policy and legislation at the EU level.
Permanent representations have long been suspected of being a target for corporate lobbyists keen to get their
message across and while the Commission and the EP have gone to great lengths to guarantee transparency in their
operations, Malta’s representation said the request “could not be accommodated on the basis of the exemptions
specifically provided for” in Malta’s Freedom of Information Act.
ALTEREU, an umbrella group of transparency campaign groups, sent its request on 6 July, 2015, with a follow up
email on 31 July. Malta’s representation replied on the same day to say they would look into the request, but
ALTEREU had to follow up again
on 15 September, referring specifically to the Maltese access to information
law.
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ALTEREU’s report says “we received an acknowledgement of receipt on 22 October, 2015, and on 1 December,
2015 we were refused access to the information “due to Part V or Part VI [of RTI law,] there is good reason for
withholding the document requested”. We asked for an internal review of the decision on 12 December, 2015, and
on 4 January, 2016, we were told that the decision still stands.”
Articles 5 and 6 of the Freedom of Information Act list a plethora of different reasons why access to information
should be denied, including information which could cause damage to the security, the defence, or the international
relations of Malta.
The law also exempts information or documents which give away trade secrets or “would divulge any information
or matter communicated in confidence by or on behalf of” foreign governments and international organisations.
ALTEREU lodges appeal
In 2015, ALTEREU submitted access to information requests to 17 EU member state permanent representations,
asking for a list of meetings held with lobbyists in the previous 12 months.
Only four governments, namely Ireland, Romania, the Netherlands, and Poland, provided all or some information
despite the fact that all member states, except Cyprus, have national legislation governing the right of access to
information.
Six countries (Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Portugal, Spain, and Sweden) stated that they did not hold the
information requested, five other countries (Austria, Cyprus, France, Greece, and Italy) did not reply, and Malta and
the UK refused.
The request was initially made to Malta’s representation under Regulation 1049/2001 of the European Parliament
and the Council regarding public access to European Parliament, Council and Commission documents.
However, the representation’s spokesperson added, the information requested did not fall under the scope of this
Regulation as it does not concern a request for a document pertaining to the institutions of the European Union.
After having the first request turned down, ALTEREU made a request for information under the Malta’s Freedom
of Information Act, at which point the request was processed in line with the relevant provisions.
“This request could not be accommodated on the basis of the exemptions specifically provided for in the same Act.
The extensive request would include sensitive information involving diplomatic and economic relations. Moreover,
the extensive information requested is not available,” Malta’s representation insisted.
Insisting that Malta’s representation was withholding information of public interest, ALTEREU lodged an appeal
with the Information and Data Protection Commissioner.
Lobbyists ‘exploiting’ loopholes
In its report published in March 2016, ALTEREU said that the data provided by the Netherlands, Ireland, Romania,
and Poland showed that many lobby meetings take place with permanent representations in Brussels and a majority
are with corporate lobbyists, giving big businesses significant access to promote corporate agendas.
“Furthermore, the data showed that lobbyists are able to exploit a loophole in the EU transparency rules which
enables them to lobby the permanent representations without being registered in the EU transparency register,” the
report says.
21% of the meetings listed in the data provided by the Dutch permanent representation were with lobbies
unregistered with the EU transparency register at the time of the meeting.
The research found that 63% of the 104 lobby meetings held by the Polish and Romanian permanent representations
were with corporate interests, whilst only 20% were with civil society organisations.
The research, ALTEREU said, illustrates an apparent complacency about lobbying, evidenced by the lack of
monitoring and recordkeeping by the permanent representatives about who lobbies them.
“This prevents public access to, and scrutiny of, information about the lobbying around EU decisionmaking
processes,” it said.
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